A re-audit of paediatric ENT services in England and Wales.
ENT has a high paediatric workload. National recommendations for provision of paediatric surgical services are provided by three key documents produced by the Department of Health and Royal Colleges of Surgeons and Anaesthetists. This second cycle audit assesses the current state of paediatric services in ENT departments in England and Wales based on these recommendations and whether progress has been made since the first audit in 2003. A hyperlinked web-based questionnaire was e-mailed to ENT consultants in 164 ENT departments. The questionnaire addressed key areas recommended in the guidelines - theatre and anaesthetic provisions, inpatient/outpatients facilities and staff training. The responses were categorised according to hospital type - teaching hospitals, large or small district general hospitals and specialist stand-alone hospitals. An overall response rate of 56% was achieved. Children's ward facilities remained high across all types of hospitals, with most having dedicated paediatric medical cover and specialised staff. There was an improvement in the number of staff qualified to provide paediatric life support. The level of anaesthetic supervision and expertise in theatres improved, as did the overall level of post-operative management. However, the provision of acute pain services remained relatively low. Overall there has been an improvement in the provision of paediatric surgical services in accordance with the guidelines but there remains variability in some aspects relating to the size of the hospital.